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QUESTION PRESENTED:

A Kansas officer ran a registration check on a pickup truck and learned that the 
registered owner's license had been revoked. Suspecting that the owner was unlawfully 
driving, the officer stopped the truck, confirmed that the owner was driving, and issued 
the owner a citation for being a habitual violator of Kansas traffic laws. The Kansas 
Supreme Court, breaking with 12 state supreme courts and 4 federal circuits, held the 
stop violated the Fourth Amendment.            

The question presented is whether, for purposes of an investigative stop under 
the Fourth Amendment, it is reasonable for an officer to suspect that the registered 
owner of a vehicle is the one driving the vehicle absent any information to the contrary.
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