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QUESTION PRESENTED:

In Budinich v. Becton Dickinson & Co., 486 U.S. 196 (1988), this Court held that a 
district court's decision on the merits that left unresolved a request for statutory attorney's 
fees was a "final decision" under 28 U.S.C. § 1291. The question presented in this case, on 
which there is an acknowledged conflict among nine circuits, is whether a district court's 
decision on the merits that leaves unresolved a request for contractual attorney's fees is a 
"final decision" under 28 U.S.C. § 1291. 
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